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The Senate met at 12:45 p.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the Honorable PATRICK J.
LEAHY, a Senator from the State of
Vermont.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Sovereign God, we thank You that we
have the privilege of living in this land
of freedom. This afternoon, as we go to
meet in the Chamber of the House of
Representatives to count the Electoral
College votes, give us a renewed sense
of patriotism for our Nation and our
Constitution. We ask Your blessing of
wisdom and strength on President-
elect George W. Bush and Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY as they are confirmed in
this historic meeting according to the
12th amendment. God, continue to
bless America. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable CHRISTOPHER J. DoODD,
a Senator from the State of Con-
necticut, led the Pledge of Allegiance,
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 6, 2001.
To the Senate:
Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, | hereby
appoint the Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY, a

Senate

(Legislative day of Friday, January 5, 2001)

Senator from the State of Vermont, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. LEAHY thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES FOR COUNTING OF
ELECTORAL VOTES

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed as a body to the
Hall of the House of Representatives.

Thereupon, the Senate, preceded by
the Secretary of the Senate, Gary
Sisco, and the Sergeant at Arms,
James W. Ziglar, proceeded to the Hall
of the House of Representatives for the
counting of electoral votes.

(The proceedings of the counting of
electoral votes before the joint session
of the two Houses of Congress is print-
ed in the proceedings of the House of
Representatives in today’s RECORD.)

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

REPORT OF PROPOSED LEGISLA-
TION ENTITLED “UNITED
STATES-JORDAN FREE TRADE
AREA IMPLEMENTATION ACT OF
2001”"—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT—PM 1

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit a legislative
proposal to implement the Agreement
between the United States of America
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
on the Establishment of a Free Trade
Area. Also transmitted is a section-by-

section analysis.
The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agree-

ment (FTA) provides critical support

for a pivotal regional partner for U.S.
efforts in the Middle East peace proc-
ess. Jordan has taken extraordinary
steps on behalf of peace and has served
as a moderating and progressive force
in the region. This Agreement not only
sends a strong and concrete message to
Jordanians and Jordan’s neighbors
about the economic benefits of peace,
but significantly contributes to sta-
bility throughout the region. This
Agreement is the capstone of our eco-
nomic partnership with Jordan, which
has also included U.S.-Jordanian co-
operation on Jordan’s accession to the
World Trade Organization (WTO), our
joint Trade and Investment Frame-
work Agreement, and our Bilateral In-
vestment Treaty. This Agreement is a
vote of confidence in Jordan’s eco-
nomic reform program, which should
serve as a source of growth and oppor-
tunity for Jordanians in the coming
years.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agree-
ment achieves the highest possible
commitments from Jordan on behalf of
U.S. business on key trade issues, pro-
viding significant and extensive liber-
alization across a wide spectrum of
trade issues. For example, it will elimi-
nate all tariffs on industrial goods and
agricultural products within 10 years.
The FTA covers all agriculture without
exception. The Agreement will also
eliminate commercial barriers to bilat-
eral trade in services originating in the
United States and Jordan. Specific lib-
eralization has been achieved in many
key services sectors, including energy
distribution, convention, printing and
publishing, courier, audiovisual, edu-
cation, environmental, financial,
health, tourism, and transport serv-
ices.

In the area of intellectual property
rights, the U.S.-Jordan Free Trade
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